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our educators

Michael Duthie - Head of Visual and Performing Arts
Michael is a proud visionary and passionate leader when it come to the Arts. He 
has an unwavering commitment to nurture the creative spirit of our students, 
inspire them, innovate with them and is the heart of our Visual and Performing 
Arts team.

He has had a lifelong dedication to the Arts and inspires both our educators 
and students alike to explore the boundless possibilities of the world of music. 

Leading a team of highly accomplished professionals has inspired his goal to 
develop the Carmel Academy of Performings Arts further, giving more students the opportunity to 
flourish. He firmly believes that individuals have a unique spark, and it should be ignited to engage 
each student’s creative potential.

As a leader, Michael believes that the Arts provide an avenue to personal transformation, helping 
students realise and experience the impact the Arts can have on their lives, plus being a creative 
outlet for achieving personal growth.

As the program continues to grow, so too does Michael’s passion for change and fostering a 
vibrant culture at Carmel School. His passion, dedication and vision are helping to shape a 
comprehensive Arts program.

Claire Crammond - Drama and Dance Teacher
Claire is our dedicated Drama and Dance instructor at Carmel School. With 
a unique approach, she fosters a relaxed and safe atmosphere where every 
student can freely nurture and express their creative talents. She has a 
deep understanding of students’ motivations and unwavering commitment 
to their growth. Claire’s professional background in the performing arts 
infuses authenticity into her teaching. As a self-proclaimed ‘arts nerd,’ she 

brings boundless passion for performance to the classroom, inspiring students to recognise their 
potential and believe in themselves. 

Beyond her love for the Arts, Claire is genuinely committed to demonstrating the diverse benefits 
they offer to all students, whether this is aiming for a future in the Arts, seeking an outlet for 
creativity or quietly developing valuable life skills. Next year, she will take on the exciting realm 



our educators (cont...)

Matt Butler - Music Teacher (Primary/Secondary)
Introducing Matt, our dynamic Music teacher at Carmel School. In 
just one year, Matt has made a remarkable impact with his friendly 
and easy-going nature. A proud graduate of WAAPA (Western 



the program
The Carmel Academy of Performing Arts (CAPA) Program allows students to 
explore the magic of music, the grace of dance and the power of drama.

The depth of the program offers a dynamic and evolving platform, where the 
performers have the opportunity to grow and create experiences that are both 
breathtaking and thought-provoking.

The CAPA program offers a richness of performances and events that cater to 
a range of abilities and allow the program to deliver something extraordinary 
to their audiences.

Performances throughout the year are the key component of the program. 
The student performers, along with their talented educators, are constantly 
seeking new ideas that present their artistic talents to different audiences. 
From classroom performances to lunchtime balcony serenades, students have 
many opportunities to entertain, perform and grow as artists. 

CAPA offers a world where students can convey their emotions through music, 
dance and drama, where stories come to life and where passions are ignited, 
leaving the audiences spellbound by the talent at Carmel School.



Music
Choir
The Carmel Junior Choir is available to students from Years 3 to 6. There is 
no audition for this choir, which provides all students with the opportunity to 
be part of an ensemble, experience working as a team and perform for an 
audience. Throughout their primary school years, students can build on their 
performance experiences and be ready to step up and be part of the Musical 
in the high school.

Year 6 Scholarship Band
Joining the Year 6 Scholarship Band and learning a new instrument offers 
our students many benefits to positively impact their personal and academic 
development. Being part of a dedicated ensemble encourages teamwork 
and collaboration. They create music together and learn coordination and 
cooperation – skills important for many aspects of life. Learning to work 
with others will help them on their academic journey and with their future 
endeavours.

It is well-known that music is a universal language, but did you know that it 
also allows individuals to boost their self-confidence and provides a sense of 
accomplishment?



Research has shown that playing an instrument enhances memory, 
concentration and problem-solving abilities. These benefits flow readily into 
academic performance by helping students achieve their creative potential.

This band offers students the opportunity to learn a new instrument and 
develop essential skills; it also gives them an opportunity for self-expression 
and creativity.

Carmel Band
To be eligible for this big band style of band, students with exceptional skills 



students to showcase their talent in a fun and engaging environment. These 
bands are popular with students as they allow the flexibility to explore their 
musical abilities without the commitments and demands of other more 
structured music programs.

Students can choose their preferred genre or instrument or even experiment 
with a new one, allowing them the freedom to explore their interests. 
Musicians in these bands develop a sense of camaraderie and collaboration 
through a shared love of music and are structured in such as way as to allow 
the students to gain a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction from their 
musical achievements.

The recreational bands are driven by the students’ interests and are a welcoming 
environment for varying skill levels. Everyone can enjoy this experience, from 
these beginnings to learn an instrument through more experienced musicians, 



Peripatetic Lessons
To nurture the talents and passions of our students, we offer a variety 
of peripatetic music lessons that are the perfect avenue for enthusiastic 
musicians to explore and develop their musical potential. There is a wide 
range of instruments and styles available to every student so they can find 
their style. The dedicated music teachers are here to help guide them on their 
musical journey.

Every musician’s journey is unique, which is why our peripatetic music lessons 
are tailored to each student individually. Each teacher works with them to 
develop specific lesson plans to meet their musical ability. Whether they are 
just beginning or looking to develop their skills further, our teachers provide 
support and guidance to enable our younger musicians to reach their potential.

Finding time to fit music lessons in to a busy week for students and parents 
is a challenge. This is why we offer peripatetic music lessons on campus 
during the week. This flexibility allows students to pursue their musical 
passions without impacting their academic or co-curricular commitments. At 
Carmel School we aim to make music education accessible and convenient 
for everyone.



Senior Choir
This senior ensemble provides students with a unique opportunity to connect, 
express and make memorable moments whilst celebrating the joys of singing 
together.

The choir offers students the chance to explore their singing abilities, make 
lifelong friends and strengthen their musical talents. The teachers provide 
guidance to enable students to hone their vocal talents, whether they are new 
or a seasoned professional in the world of choral music.

The benefits from being part of our Senior Choir extend beyond just singing; 
choirs help with personal growth and skill development. Students gain 
confidence in themselves, learn teamwork and develop a strong work ethic 
and commitment through rehearsals and performances.

Best of all they get the opportunity to perform and showcase their talents in 
front of our community, adding lasting memories and lifelong friendships. We 
aim to build each student’s character whilst creating memorable experiences 
through their connection to music. We encourage all our senior students to join 
and discover endless possibilities.



Israeli Music Group
We are immensely proud of our strong connection to Israel and its rich cultural 
heritage; this group is a testament to this connection. The Israeli musical 
group offers students a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in the 
wonderful world of Israeli music. The ensemble allows students to learn much 
more about the diverse musical traditions of Israel and provides them with the 
opportunity to play at community events.

Students have options to delve deeper into Hebrew songs, contemporary Israeli 
hits and traditional music. The group is led by passionate and experienced 
instructors who share a deeper understanding of the cultural context behind 
each piece, creating a stronger connection to Israel.

Being part of this group enriches both musical repertoire and a sense of pride 



Song Writers’ Club
We are proud to present a dynamic program designed to ignite the musical 
imagination of our students. This club will allow budding musicians and lyricists 
to further their journey of self-expression, songwriting and music production.

Our aim is to deepen their appreciation of music through fostering the creation 
of new bands and inspiring a lifelong passion for music.

The teachers will share all the tools and skills necessary for the students 
to produce their own music. If a student is an aspiring songwriter, vocalist, 
instrumentalist or producer, this club will provide the perfect environment to 
explore their creativity. From brainstorming lyrics to recording demos - it has 
it all.

Guest speakers will also inspire students. We aim to invite industry professionals 



School Musical
The stage comes alive with amazing talent when the Carmel School Musical 
is performed every second year. It is the event of the year and a testament to 
the commitment, collaboration and artistic expression of the students. The 
teaching staff bring together an array of talent from within the School, creating 
unforgettable moments that captivate the audiences every time.

The musical is another opportunity for the students to showcase their talents to 
our community. From the passion of the actors, to musicians and the backstage 
crew, there are plenty of opportunities for students to be involved. Parents can 
be involved too, with set and costume design. All of this culminates in the 
students working together to produce a truly exceptional show.

As with other groups, being part of the School Musical gives each student 
the opportunity to grow and develop new skills. Again it involves teamwork, 
dedication and discipline to work towards a common goal.

The musical adds another avenue for students to broaden and develop their 
creativity, talents and performing arts skills. Being part of this team will create 
memories that will stay with them for a lifetime.

DRAMA



School Play
Looking to develop a Drama program that appeals to many of our students, 
Carmel School is nurturing the dramatic talents of our students by adding in a 
whole school drama production in alternating years with the School Musical.

The play will bring the stage alive with more compelling stories and 
performances to leave more audiences enthralled.

The goal of every play is to provide immersive exposure that transports 
audiences to experience different times, places and emotions. Carmel School 
has a wonderful group of talented actors, directors and behind the scenes 
crew who will all help to create memorable performances each year.

The performances not only develop the 
students’ acting abilities but also build 
self-confidence, empathy and a strong 
work ethic. The students will hone their 
team work skills and dedication.

The team will provide unforgettable 
performances that bring the Carmel stage 
to life.



YOH Fest
Performing arts is not only out about performances, they are also about 
competition.

Every year, our very talented Year 10 drama students step up and put their 
talents to the test at YOH Fest “Youth on Health”, a prestigious competition 
that aims to encourage school students to combine the fun of the arts with 
health education whilst competing against the best drama students across 
the state. This year we are proud to share that the Year 10 boys are “YOH Fest 
2023 State Champions - Drama” . They not only gain valuable performing 
skills, but also learn the importance of teamwork, cooperation and the thrill of 
competition.

The students collaborate to create their own unique performance that 
showcases their creativity and storytelling abilities.

Competing against other schools, encourages our students to push themselves 
further, whilst working as a team and adapting to the challenges of the 
competition.

The energy and commitment the students have for this competition needs to 
be seen to be believed. It’s a great opportunity for students to experience real-
life drama performances and to contribute to public health messages.



Performances
Students have many opportunities to showcase their musical and dramatic 
talents and creativity by performing at a number of different school events and 
activities throughout the year. These platforms allow students to experience 
different audiences and situations from coffee van gatherings with parents 
to impromptu balcony performances to peers at lunch time. This allows the 
students to demonstrate their artistic abilities, build confidence and develop 
valuable life skills.

These events bring everyone together for a variety of reasons and assembly 
performances provide a break from academic routine and allow the students 
to showcase their talents in front of peers and teachers.

Additionally we nurture the talents of our WACE Drama students beyond the 
classroom by offering the opportunity to perform in front of a live audience 
providing a crucial platform to build their skills and refine their performance. 
Real-life experience prepares them to step into the spotlight, bring their 
characters to life and showcase their talents.

Delivering their monologues before the final assessment to a supportive 
audience, deepens their characters and assists in improving their performance 
for when it really matters.
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Regular performances encourage growth in the performers, better equipping 
them to express themselves and connect more meaningfully to a variety of 
audiences.

Senior Class Performances
Our senior drama students are provided with the experience of a real audience 
during their class performances, to develop their artistic pursuits and to 
increase community engagement. We invite other classes and/or parents 
to join us, so these students can showcase their talent and hard work to 
audiences on a regular basis. Inviting the community to attend adds another 
layer of significance to their performances and allows them to grow as artists.

Performing to a variety of audiences, instils a sense of responsibility and 
professionalism in the students, reinforcing that their work not only entertains, 
but can evoke different reactions from different groups of people.



House Drama Competition
This competition not only provides a platform to write and perform work, but 
also generates a strong sense of House spirit.

The preparation consists of brainstorming ideas, writing the performance, 
rehearsal and finally the performance itself. It helps to hone writing and 
acting skills alongside camaraderie and innovative thinking, culminating in a 
memorable performance.

The competition itself provides a showcase of Carmel students’ exceptional 
creativity, talent and teamwork and ultimately brings everyone together to 
celebrate creativity and connection to their House and school spirit.



As part of the 2024 program, we are thrilled to offer a dance component for 
students who are passionate about dance. Our Year 7 and 8 students can 
experience an intriguing world of Litefeet, a captivating form of hip hop, as 
well as immersing themselves into Musical Theatre. For our Year 9 and 10 
students, they will delve deeper into hip hop and also Fosse, given them a 
diverse and enriching dance program.

Perfecting dance moves requires dedication and commitment during the 17 
weeks of the course. During the course our passionate educators provide 




